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S.M.A.S.H representatives Jenna 
Simmons and Lauren Johnson have spent 
this week putting up posters around the 
school with statistics and quotes about 
impaired driving  to share with drivers in 
order to encourage them to drive safe over 
the holiday break.

S.M.A.S.H is a program that has been around for five 
years. It was created to educate students who have their 
license on the dangers associated with making poor 
decisions behind the wheel. The program focuses on four 
main pillars: excessive speed, failure to wear a seatbelt, 
impaired driving, and distracted driving.  

 Senior representative Jenna Simmons said, "I am 
involved in S.M.A.S.H because I like to educate my peers 
on the dangers of distracted driving. It's important for 

students to see the impact  because it will hopefully 
prevent them from making the same mistake that 
could cost them their lives." 
This shows how Jenna cares for the safety of her 
peers and encourages them to focus on proper 
driving  and to join the movement of encouraging 
sober driving. 
Junior Cheyenne Harris added, "It is important that 
people don't text and drive or drive impaired 
because your reaction times are a lot slower when 
impaired and you do not want to 
put anyone at risk." 
To everyone reading this, please 
spread the word to stay sober and 
drive safe or S.M.A.S.H. Also, do 
not forget to keep your eyes and 
ears open for details about our 
S.M.A.S.H assembly in the spring 
before prom.
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Dr ive Safe or  By: Lauren Johnson

Junior  and senior  S.M.A.S.H 
represent at ives Lauren 
Johnson and Jenna 
Sim m ons

Senior  Jenna 
Sim m ons 
hangs post ers 
encouraging 
st udent s t o 
dr ive safe!

Cheyenne Har r is buck les 
up for  safet y.
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The winter sports seasons are here with some of the first 
games of the season.

The girls basketball team had their first game on 
November 27 against Columbiana. The girls outscored 
Columbiana 65-57 in overtime. Molly Howard and Olivia 
Perry led the team, scoring 34 points combined. Sophia 
Constantino added 11 points and Brooke Lewis put in 10 of 
their 65 points. 

Sophomore Sophia Constatino said, "The team's 
expectations this year is to win both the league title as well as 
the district title. We hope to make it out of districts this year." 

The girls also played Waterloo on December 3 at home. They won yet again with a score of 
63-44.  The girls' next game will be December 17 away against Sebring.

The boys team had their first game on December 11 at home against Waterloo. 
Sophomore Dominic Carkido said, "Our expectations this year are to win the league 

championship and ultimately the district championship. Some of the toughest teams we'll face are 
Waterloo, Springfield, Girard, and Bristol. We hope to play hard to try and win those games." Good 
luck to both the boys and girls teams this year!  

McDonald Basketbal l  Kickoff ! By: Br i Callow

Taylor  Tuchek  plays good defense against  
Wat er loo.

Penguin Preview  At  YSU
Youngstown State University hosted the Penguin Preview on 

November 30th for high school seniors. This is an opportunity for 
college-bound students to get a perspective on what the "college" life 
actually is.

 During the trip, seniors began the 
day at an open house walking around 
the field house and exploring the 
different colleges, campus groups, 
and residence life. Once split into 
groups, students were able to attend 
mock classes and participate in hands-on events at the different 
colleges.
Alex Cintron said, "It was great. I'm glad people informed us on how 
the college life is and my highlight on this trip was getting to meet Mr. 
Tressel."  
Lucky November added, "We walked around the YSU Center in the 
tents and were setup in groups. I was in the education area. Great 
overall experience and really excited for my next chapter!"

By Ziad Aziz

Ryan Scala, Ell iot  Gibbons, and Jack  
Bucan t alk  w it h a represent at ive about  
what  t o expect  in college.

Senior  gir ls m eet  w it h Pet e t he Penguin 
and YSU President  Jim  Tressel.

On December 5th, fifteen students were inducted as new 
members of the National Honor Society in the school 
auditorium. To qualify, all students have to maintain a 3.4 GPA, 
offer service to others, and have exemplary character. New 
inductees included senior Hannah Sierra and Juniors Megan 
Ward, Gillian Deak, Gianna Mediati, Abriella Gillespie, Kaitlyn 
Helt, Lauren Johnson, Nevaeha Carkido, Hannah Alcantar, Ian Chepke, Janessa Martinelli, Destiny 
Leskovac, Bella Wolford, Sophie Klase, and Ethan Domitrovitch.

McDonald, Br iefly
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Coding Their  Way to Success 
Students in the 7th, 
8th, and 9th grades 
pract iced their 
coding skills during 
the Hour of Code on 
December 5th.  The 
students played 
many games that 
incorporated coding 

basics  into the act ivit ies.

The students enjoyed these coding games.  When 
asked what her favorite coding game was, seventh-grader 
Emily Smith said, "My favorite game was the Minecraft 
one."  This Minecraft game, and another game, called Dance 
Party, were the most popular amongst the students.  

 In Minecraft Coding the students did basic 
Minecraft act ivit ies, such as cutt ing down trees by coding 
direct ions to be given to the on-screen avatar. In Dance 
Party, the students made up dances by giving direct ions in 
code to the on-screen avatar.

Emily Leskovac, a current programming student, is 
opt imist ic about the students' future in coding.  Leskovac 
said, "Some of them were pretty epic. We have some 

future epic gamers."

When asked about their interest in the class, many 
of the seventh-graders said  that they would consider 
taking the  class  when given the opportunity.

Computer Programming became a new elect ive 
this year.  The class is  current ly available to sophomores 
through seniors.  The class focuses on teaching basic 
coding skills using tools such as drones.   Those who take 
the class are able to take Video Game Creat ion class 
during their senior year.

 When asked about her own coding experience, 
Leskovac replied, "It 's hard, but the payoff is always 
sat isfying."

By: Nikolina Drobnjak

St udent s in grades 7-9 enjoyed playing gam es such as 
Minecraft Coding and Dance Party.

MSV Helps Those In Need By: Kyleigh Sier ra

On November 19th from 6p.m- 8p.m, McDonald 
Student Volunteers went to the Youngstown Rescue 
Mission to help families that needed shelter and food. 
Not only do they get food and shelter, but also an 
education through their residential programs. 

Co-president Sage Mason said, "We were 
encouraged to help out at the mission because we 
know the mission is going through a hard time finding a 
new place to relocate." 

She also mentioned that they wanted to go and 
celebrate Thanksgiving with the residents and do things 

such as make cupcakes and play games with the children. "I would encourage 
all students who want to make the community and school a better place to 
please come and join us at our upcoming meetings," Mason continued. 

McDonald Student Volunteers is a group of students who want to make a 
difference in the world. They do plenty of volunteering to help those in need. 

Senior volunteer Jack Bucan said, "We helped make and decorate desserts, 
we also had a grand time meeting and getting to know all the families and 
children."

Every student should volunteer to go and help out those families that have 
very litt le or nothing at all to help get their spirits up. Even the smallest things can 
go a long way to brighten someone's day. As the evening ended, volunteers handed 
out prizes such as coloring books and toys, as well as snacks and juice boxes for all 
the kids. 

St udent s in MSV pose for  a 
pict ure at  t he Rescue Mission

Co-president  Sage Mason 
w it h m em ber  Leah Scala 
volunt eer ing

Desser t s decorat ed 
by MSV m em bers
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Hom et own St ar  By: Ali Ham m ond

Our hometown star this month is Zach Rasile, a three year starter in basketball. Zach scored his 
thousandth point last season, and he is looking to break the school record held by Matt Seitz and 
scoring over 1,413 points. He worked the whole off season on his game and several of his 
teammates said his shots are better than ever. Zach said, "I'm very excited and ready for this 
season to start. The team looks better each day and I have high hopes for this season." 

Lending a Helping Hand
Our lending a helping hand member this month is Sage Mason. She is 
co-president of the McDonald Student Volunteers group (MSV). Sage helps 

out at various activities including leading the project at the Rescue Mission of the Mahoning Valley and 
food drives. Sage suggested the Rescue Mission to draw attention and help raise money so they can 
relocate. The group is always looking for more volunteers, so if you want to help out around the 
community, this would be the perfect way.  Sage said, "Just come out and help we are always looking 
for more volunteers; it 's good for the community." 

By : RYder  dy e
You wanna know what Grinds My Gears? Premature 
Christmas decorating! Like, you can walk into Walmart in the 
middle of September and BAM! You're getting bombarded 
with trees, Santa blow-up statues, and any other 
Christmas-type thing your little heart desires. What's the point 
of it? Let us enjoy our fall and our turkeys like a normal 
person before we turn jolly, festive, and have to put up with 
crazy relatives and that uncle that no one is sure where he 
came from or what his deal is, but nobody cares enough to 
question it. 
Now don't get it twisted here. If you wanna be one of those 
people that have your tree up before the kids in costume come 

to your door asking for candy, then 
by all means be my guest, more 
power to you. But you have almost 
two months (55 days to be exact) 
from Halloween to Christmas. 
There should be at least be some 
kind of mandatory time that FALL 
holidays should be celebrated and 
enjoyed before ole St. Nick and 
those god-awful winter 
temperatures come knocking at 
your door. 
Dear EVERY WALMART EVER, 
yes we all understand that 
Christmas in July is a marketing 
scheme for you to make more and 
more money, but please, for the 
love of all things good and turkey, 

could you just wait? Not 
for long, just long enough 
for everyone to actually 
want to start to accept that 
it's now time for 
Christmas and that the 
year has come to an end 
quicker than we have 
realized it, and for which 
most of us haven't 
accomplished (or even 
remotely attempted) what 
we said we would do this time last year for 2018. K? Thanks. 
Love ya, not really. 
Not everything is bad about premature decorating. Lots of 
people get very creative with the decorations and they make 
for a good show while you're driving through some random 
neighborhood, while lost in the middle of what seems like 
no-where. 
But this music is something else, man. If I have to hear 
another playing of Mariah Carey's "All I Want for Christmas 
is You" from 1994, there is a good chance I, along with 
probably many others, will never listen to Christmas music 
again. 
Ah, another year coming to an end, and we all know it just 
means many more years of early decorating. OH! And don't 
get me started on all these Christmas songs. That's what 
Grinds My Gears.
 

Wh at  Gr i nds my  gea r s

One of my favorite things about the winter season would be the weather. 
I love the chilly weather and the snow is always beautiful. They're so many 
winter activities that you could do with your friends and family such as ice 
skating, sledding, and going on a scenic walk through the park.     

Most people do not enjoy the winter because they think its miserable and 
cold. But I think of it as a time to spend with your family and enjoy all the 
holidays. Christmas and Thanksgiving are two of my favorite holidays because 
they are so festive and they bring families together.

By: Kara MeehanEdit or ial: Wint er  Wonder land
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A Spr inkle of Chr istmas By: Cailey Tit us

Ingredients:

~ 1 box of white cake mix
~ 1 tsp baking powder
~ 2 eggs
~ 1/3 cup vegetable oil
~ 1/2 tsp vanilla extract
~ 1 cup sprinkles 

Directions:

~preheat the oven to 350 degrees

~mix together cake mix and baking 
powder, set aside

~mix together eggs, oil, vanilla, set 
aside

~mix in together until everything is 
blended

~gently mix in green, red and white 
sprinkles

~scoop into balls on the baking sheet

~bake for 9 minutes

~let cool and enjoy!

TIPS

~You can make this any time of 
the year with your own color of 
sprinkles

~Keep the cookies in 
the oven until you 
think they are baked 
(some ovens cook 
differently) Recipe by:  

sally'sbakingaddiction.com

Journalism  class diving r ight  int o 
t he cook ies

McMaster 's  Book Nook
This month I will be reviewing A Monster Calls By Patrick Ness. This book 

is a low fantasy book about a 13 year old boy named Conor coping with his 
mother's illness in England. The story starts with him waking up from his recurring 
nightmare and going outside seven minutes after twelve when he hears a voice 
talking to him. With this he meets the Monster and it says that he was summoned 
here by Conor and he will now tell him three true tales and that at the end Conor 
must tell his. If his story isn't true, the monster will eat him.

As the story goes on, and Conor's mom's condition gets worse, he must deal 
with all the issues in his life. The story is all about Conor's life with him being 
bullied, his relationships with the people around him, and him dealing with his 
mother's terminal cancer.

I like that this book had a lot of elements to it that we don't always get to 
see. Not only do we see Conor's home and family life, but we get to see his school 
life and him with the monster and beautiful illustrations. Also in this book we have 
some wonderful characters that show true feeling. We get to see all of Conor's struggles and him finally dealing with 
them. We see him deal with his cold grandmother and how their relationship changes throughout the story, his school 
bully, the isolation he deals with in his daily life, his unattached father, the tragedies that come with this mother's 
illness, and the guilt he feels.

There weren't many things that I disliked about this book. The only thing I didn't really like was how short it 
was. This is just a really beautiful story, so I would have like to read some more. Sometimes books are better ended 
than to keep going on forever.

This book has to be one of my all-time favorites. I have never cried as much as I did when reading this book. 
The pain is worth it when reading such a good book. So if you are looking for a beautiful story that will make you cry 
you should read A Monster Calls.

By: Elise McMast er
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This week's featured artist 
is Shelby Myers, a 9th 
grade student and active 
member of McDonald Art 
Club. You may have even 
seen her work in the spirit 
posters around the school, 
and her comics in The 
Villager. Much of her 
inspiration came in the fifth 
grade to create weird 
characters and a world that 
didn't abide by the rules of 
ours. 

According to Shelby, "When I was younger I 
didn't have many things and I used to be bullied, 
so when I started to draw things I'd feel a lot 
better. My inspiration comes randomly. I could 
hear a sentence and think of something and draw 
it, but most of the time I see a person or friend 
and I incorporate them into my art. I connect to 
my art because I dislike things being normal. To 

me, the best part about 
being able to draw is that I 
can create a world that has 
no rules on image." 

Shelby's style mixes 
between realism and 
cartoon.  Emotionally, it 's 
very humble and painful in 
a slow, beautiful way. The 
attention to detail and the 
patience would be 
remarkable in any 
student, let alone a 
freshman. 

 

Featur ed Ar t ist : Shelby Myer s

Shelby and her  post er  
for  t he school

"Silence" - A guy who 
can never  speak  
because of  t hose who 
over  power  his voice 

Unt it led- Subconscious 
Im aginat ion

By Ethan O'Connell

What  A Bop ! Music Rev iew
By: Elise McMast er

This month I will be reviewing the new album Mono by RM. RM is a part of a South Korean music group and 
this is his second solo album, after his first was released in 2015. This one is called a playlist by many because all the 
songs were created to flow together. It was released on October 23, 2018. First it was released on his Twitter, but then it 
was also put on some other free platforms. This was to show RM's desire for his music to be heard and for him to share 
his voice, not the money.

This album is successful for only having three days tracking and no notice for being released. Mono debuted at 
number one on the iTunes charts in 86 countries. This makes RM one of a few Korean solo artist to reach number one 
in the US and UK. With this song only tacking for about three days it 
reached 26 on the Billboard 200.  

Mono means alone. This album is about life and the pains we go 
through in it. In this album it talks about being an outcast, being lost in 
one's self, love/hate relationships, and goodbyes among other things. The 
album's song "Forever Rain" had a black and white animated music 
video, one of the most interesting music videos I have seen. The 
animation and art were beautiful. The whole album has a calm and 
bittersweet feel to it. It's slower and less aggressive than a lot of the other 
work RM has done. So if you're looking for a nice album to listen to 
when you need a cool down, or a sad playlsit I recommend Mono.
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The Ohio Caverns. According to Wikipedia, in 1897 a farmhand by the 
name of Robert Noffsinger came across a sinkhole on his employer 's 
property. In the next ten years that sinkhole would come to measure about 
50 feet across by ten feet deep. Noffsinger ended up being the first person to 
explore a natural cave system decorated with the work of hundreds of years 
of crystal formations under the property. 

After informing his employer Abraham William Reams, Reams decided 
to open the caves to the public. A few years later the caves were left virtually 
destroyed due to the breaking and collecting of crystals formed in the caves.  
Luckily, technology at the time was limited and they only managed to destroy about half of the caves 
now open to the public.  A wide variety of crystal formations still exist and are currently open for 

viewing.

Located in the wooded countryside of Champaign County, Ohio it 's almost a 
4 hour drive from McDonald. From personal experience, this is definitely a 
trip worth taking. Places like this don't exist everywhere, or at least that we 
know of. Take advantage of the sights this cave has to offer. 

I know I tend to make out the world to be smaller than it is, and to limit my 
horizons to four walls and a popcorn ceiling. The world's much bigger than 
that, though, and it has so much more to offer. Don't close yourself off to 

reality because as much as it is ugly, it is beautiful. These caves 
serve as not only a testament to that, but as reminder that 
beauty in it 's many shapes and forms comes naturally and 
wonderfully. 

 The Tr ip Advisor  

The Ohio Caverns are hom e t o t housands of  
cryst al form at ions t hat  hang bot h f rom  t he 
ceil ing, and grow  out  of  t he f loor .

By Ethan O'Connell

In today's article, we spoke with a member of the class of 2015, Brad Woodley. Brad 
is a senior at Youngstown State where he studies nursing with a focus on 
anesthesiology.

Flashing back to his days at McDonald, what Brad misses the most from high school 
is the social life in high school, saying that he enjoyed all funny moments that he 
was apart of in school and the exciting moments from class with Mr. Bundy.

Brad spoke about his favorite memories from his time here at MHS, thinking about 
what really made high school worth the while. "Basketball was a really big one for 
me. I loved the game and I still do. Everything about it, the energy, the competition, 
all of it. I wish it didn't go by so fast because it really did feel like it happened in the 
blink of an eye. One minute you're tying your shoes tight, ready to show everyone 
what you're made of as a freshman, next minute you're stepping on the court for the 
final time in the last game of your career. It was wild, man." 

Looking towards his future, Brad has hopes to become an anesthesiologist for a 
hospital in Cleveland, Ohio where he plans to live after graduation.      

By: Ryder  Dye

Pictured: Class of 2015 graduate Brad 
Woodley with former Cleveland Browns 
lineman, Joe Thomas

Wher e ar e t hey now?
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